Minutes

Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, September 10, 2002

Page 3

MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, September 10, 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT

Brian Gale

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

Murray Greene

Glenn Gregory

Jacque Huttoe

Tory Jacobs

Clyde Judson

Hal Martell

Bill Ross

Kevin Speidel

Wayne Stringer

Lee Tomback

Carl Walters

GUESTS

Adam Lukin

Melissa Vigues

Hugh Moore

President Brian Gale called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS

President Gale announced that Sara Tucker (JW Marriott) would be replacing Gonzalo Aguilar and Dale Graham (Allen Morris Company) would be replacing Lee Taylor on the Board of Directors.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Teresa Boyd was not in attendance, but the Board received a copy of her Treasurer’s report that shows total funds available of $21,777.13.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

John Holzberg, Membership Committee chair, was not in attendance.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE REPORT

Wayne Stringer, Website Committee chair, introduced Mr. Hal Martell and Hugh Moore from Plexus M/2, the web designers who are working on the BAA web site.  Mr. Martel and Mr. Moore gave the Board a preview of what the new web site will look like and highlighted all the different areas of information.  Board members were encouraged to submit banner ads to Plexus M/2 for inclusion or to contact Mr. Martel if they need to have a banner ad designed.  

Mr. Lukin suggested that the various BAA committees, chairpersons and contact information be listed on the website.  

The website should be “live” toward the later part of September.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Ms. Huttoe, committee chairperson, did not present a report this month.  Mr. Carl Walters indicated that he has been working with Constructa on some Brickell Village issues.  He told the Board that Constructa still has a permitting issue and that their goal for starting actual construction on the project is December 1.  

LONG TERM PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. Murray Greene told the Board that the long-term planning committee work was in its infancy.  He indicated that this is a lengthy project that can’t be hurried and that the first thing that needs to be done are some “break-out” sessions with Board members in order to determine what the Mission Statement should be.

OCTOBER NETWORKING EVENT

Mrs. Konsler reported that she had been in touch with Megan Kelly and that a Networking Event has been scheduled for the evening of October 9, 2002.  The event will be held at Café Nostalgia and will feature an open bar and delicious hor’s d’oeuvres.  Invitations will be sent to everyone in the BAA data base.

DISCUSSION OF A NOVEMBER LUNCHEON

Mr. Gale told the Board that the Executive Committee has decided they would like to sponsor a luncheon event featuring an opportunity for new owners in the Brickell area to tell guests why they were investing in Brickell.  The panel discussion format would feature speakers from the office, hotel and residential components.

Discussion followed about inviting Mayor Penelas to speak at a luncheon to discuss the implications of the Transportation Tax Initiative on Brickell.

Everyone agreed that, if Mr. Penelas was available, the panel discussion could be put off to a later date.  Mr. Gale directed Mrs. Konsler to follow-up with the Mayor’s office.

TRANSPORTATION TAX INITIATIVE INFORMATION

Mr. Willy Gort emphasized to the Board how important the Transportation Tax Initiative is to Miami and the Brickell Area.  He said that it is essential to help people in the Brickell area understand how they are going to benefit from the revenues collected.  He indicated that he was very supportive of  inviting Mayor Penelas speak to the Association.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Tory Jacobs invited Board members to attend the next BHA meeting on September 18 at 6 p.m. at the Bristol Towers.  The speaker will be the Postmaster of Miami.  One of the topics for discussion will be graffiti on mailboxes.  The NET office removes other graffiti in the area, but they are not allowed to touch mailboxes.

Mr. Jacobs also brought up the topic of repaving Brickell Avenue, scheduled for 2007 by FDOT.  At present, the plan is to repair the surface with concrete.  He indicated that the residential component prefers asphalt because it is quieter and gives a smoother ride.  Mr. Lukin pointed out that the busses tear up asphalt more quickly and that all of this should be taken into consideration in the final phase of the Brickell Streetscape Plan.

Mr. Jacobs briefly discussed a recent meeting of the Miami River Commission where the lockdown times for the Brickell Bridge were discussed.  He indicated that he thought more consideration should be given to the commercial traffic on the river because the river is shallow and commercial traffic can only navigate it during “high tide” periods of the day.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Mr. Adam Lukin told the Board that the DDA is moving forward on the Brickell Streetscape Project.  DDA is still working on obtaining funds for the final design and implementation.  Mr. Lukin indicated that, once started, the streetscape project would take 12 to 15 months to complete.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Members eligible to vote at the October 8 Board meeting are as follows:

Alexander

Collins

Gale

Gaschott

Gonsalves

Gort

Graham

Greene

Gregory

Holzberg

Huttoe

Jacobs

Judson

Kelly

Martell

Puyanic

Ross

Speidel

Stringer

Tomback

Tucker

Walters

