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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, October 8, 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT

Brian Gale

Richard Gaschott

Glenn Gregory

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Hal Martell

Randy Olen

Max Puyanic

Bill Ross

Carl Walters

GUESTS

Patricia Castro                   Officer Giordano

President Brian Gale called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS

President Gale introduced Randy Olen, the new Board member representing Insignia/ESG.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Teresa Boyd was not in attendance.  Mrs. Konsler provided Board members with a rough estimate of the account balance, indicating outstanding check requests and unposted income since last month.  The estimated balance on hand as of 10/08/02 is $20,510.63.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

John Holzberg, Membership Committee chair, was not in attendance.  Mrs. Konsler provided Board members with a list of renewals and a list of unpaid dues.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT

Megan Kelly asked the Board for its support of a proposal developed by the New World Center Executive Committee of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce asking the Florida department of Transportation to consider all costs and benefits of bridge replacement versus tunnel decisions affecting the Miami River to include long-term operation and maintenance, life cycle costs and environmental and other secondary impacts.  Ms. Kelly made a motion that the BAA support the proposal; seconded by Mr. Gale.  Motion passed unanimously. (Copy of Proposal is included as a part of these minutes.)

WEBSITE COMMITTEE REPORT

Wayne Stringer, Website Committee chair, was not in attendance, but Hal Martell from Plexus M/2 told Board members that the redesigned web site was ready to go “live” as soon as he got the OK from the Website Committee.  Mrs. Konsler indicated that all data had been corrected and that everything was ready for re-launch.  Mr. Martell said he would make the site “live” by the morning of October 9.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Ms. Huttoe, committee chairperson, was not present at the meeting.  Mr. Gale told the Board that a number of Board members were the guests of Constructa on Monday, October 7, and viewed the model of Mary Brickell Village.  Mr. Gale indicated that, if the development looks anything like the model, it will be beautiful and a great new amenity to anyone who lives or works in the Brickell area.

Carl Walters told the Board that Constructa would be appearing before the City Commission on Thursday, October 10 for approval for modifications to the original plan, specifically the change from hotel units to residential units.  He urged all members to attend the meeting and show their support.  Patricia Castro, Downtown NET Office, indicated she would be in attendance and would voice support for the project in the name of the Association.  No formal resolution in support of the project was proposed.

LONG TERM PLANNING COMMITTEE

Mr. Murray Greene was not present to report on this committee’s work to date.

OCTOBER NETWORKING EVENT

Megan Kelly urged all Board members to attend the Networking Event at café Nostalgia on Wednesday, October 9.
OCTOBER 29 LUNCHEON WITH MAYOR ALEX PENELAS

Mrs. Konsler told the Board that invitations had been mailed for this luncheon and that she had confirmed with Mayor Penelas’ office that he would be the speaker for the event.  The Mayor will be addressing the importance of the Transit Tax Initiative (on November ballot) specifically to the Brickell area.  All Board members are urged to attend.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Tory Jacobs brought up the topic of repaving Brickell Avenue, scheduled for 2007 by FDOT from the Brickell Bridge to 25th Road.  He said that, although 2007 seems like a long time in the future, it is not too early to start working with FDOT regarding the project.  At present, the plan is to repair the surface with concrete and not to resurface with asphalt.   He reminded the Board of the repair work that was done in 1995 that resulted in an ugly, noisy hodgepodge of surfaces.  He also reminded the Board that the actual project itself was very disturbing to the area, that street lights were out for a long time and that it took much longer than estimated to complete.

The second topic broached by Mr. Jacobs was that of aircraft noise abatement at Miami International Airport.   He told the board that until 3 ½ years ago, MIA was the only airport in the country with no noise abatement program.  Since that time, nothing has really happened.   After a lot of bickering and blaming the FAA, it has become apparent that there is no prejudice on the FAA’s part against Miami, but rather that Miami-Dade Aviation has been less than forthright and that they really don’t want to do anything until the new 4th runway is up and running.  Fortunately, the City has hired a consultant who will be able to wade through the double talk on both sides and hopefully offer some suggestions for solving the problems.  

NET OFFICE REPORT

Officer Giordano told the Board that the variable message board (VMB) that had been leased and placed on 8th Street indicating an alternate route (Miami Avenue) to downtown had been successful in diverting some of the traffic from Brickell Avenue.  He indicated that  a VMB costs about $25K and that the NET office was in the process of requesting bids to buy one for the area.

Officer Giordano also indicated that a major NET crime abatement task force including a marine patrol, radar units, undercover task force and DUI checkpoints would take place in the Coral Way and Brickell areas on Friday, October 18.

Glenn Gregory asked about the status of the “Don’t Block the Box” idea of painting a large UM square at 8th and Brickell.  Officer Giordano indicated that FDOT had said “No” to the idea and that they had thrown major roadblocks in the way of any sort of “box painting” at the intersection.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Members eligible to vote at the November 12 Board meeting are as follows:

Alexander

Collins

Gale

Gaschott

Gonsalves

Gort

Graham

Greene

Gregory

Holzberg

Huttoe

Jacobs

Judson

Kelly

Martell

Olen

Puyanic

Ross

Speidel

Stringer

Tomback

Tucker

Walters

