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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, March 11, 2003

MEMBERS PRESENT

Rick Gonsalves

Jacque Huttoe

Tory Jacobs

Hal Martell

Mercy Robaina

William Ross

Wayne Stringer

Lee Tomback

Carl Walters

President Gonsalves called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.

DOWNTOWN MIAMI PARTNERSHIP’S “MUNCH”  BROCHURE

Josie Correa and Robert Geitner from Downtown Miami Partnership shared with the Board their new “Munch” brochure and asked for the BAA’s support in getting the brochure in Brickell offices.   Ms. Correa told the Board that it was very hard to get this project off the ground, but the response to the finished product has been extremely positive.  She indicated that they plan to do an update in 6-9 months and that they expect many more restaurants to participate based on the success of this first issue.  

The Board indicated a willingness to share database information with DMP for this purpose and also suggested that they contact BOMA for better access to each building manager in the Brickell area.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Walters told the Board that he had reviewed the bank financial statements and that all was in order.  The Treasurer’s report was included in Board packets and is attached to these minutes.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Membership chair Brian Gale was not present at the meeting; however, Mr. Gonsalves shared some ideas that were mentioned at the Executive Committee as a way to garner new members and make the Association’s name more visible to the public.  Some of the ideas presented were “tombstone ads” in The Herald and Miami Today, PSA on WLRN to promote our luncheon series, and the possible use of the DDA’s fax database to disseminate information to a broad base of downtown and Brickell businesses.

Mr. Stringer suggested that new members be spotlighted on the front of our website.  Everyone agreed this would be a good idea.  Mrs. Konsler and Mr. Martell indicated that this could be easily done within the parameters of our current website design.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Chair Jacque Huttoe said the Committee would meet on March 25.  The biggest concern at this time is the antiquated sewer system in the West Brickell area.  This led to a discussion of Impact Fees and where that money goes since it quite obviously isn’t being spent in the Brickell area.  Ms. Huttoe said she would contact Lucia Dougherty at Greenberg Traurig to get information regarding the proper channels through which we should direct a request to see where those dollars have gone.

Commander Llanes told the Board that the Water/Sewer department is run by Miami-Dade County and that one of the Commissioners oversees this area.  He indicated that the BAA should determine who this Commissioner is and direct their information requests to his office.

Tory Jacobs indicated that the Impact Fee structure needed to be transparent so anyone can see where the dollars collected are being spent.  He indicated that the monies should be spent where they are collected, but this doesn’t appear to be the case.

Ms. Huttoe told the Board that the rental market continues to be soft, but there is much interest in new condos in the area.  She said that three new developments on the River are condo projects rather than rentals.

STREETSCAPE COMMITTEE

No report.  The Board asked Mr. Ross to contact the DDA and ask for an update as to the status of the Streetscape Plan and to determine whether or not it has been submitted to FDOT for approval.

BRICKELL PARK COMMITTEE

Mr. Stringer volunteered to contact Clyde Judson to get the latest information on Brickell Park.

LUNCHEON SERIES

Mr. Gonsalves reminded Board members of the “Of Importance to Brickell” luncheon on March 19 at the Mandarin.

There was brief discussion about other future speakers who would be of interest.   

DEVELOPERS FORUM DISCUSSION

Everyone agreed that there would be a great of amount of interest in a Developers Forum.  President Gonsalves said nothing had been decided yet as to timing or venue.  Mr. Stringer suggested we wait until the next big building opens and then hold the forum there and showcase the building at the same time.  The Board indicated a willingness to proceed that way.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs invited all Board members to the next BHA Board meeting to be held on March 19 at the Courts-Brickell Key.  New City Administrator Joe Arriola will be the guest speaker.  The meeting begins at 6 p.m.

NET OFFICE 

Officer Giordano introduced Commander Rudy Llanes who is replacing Frank Fernandez in the Downtown/Coral Way NET office.  Commander Llanes told the Board that he will be developing an e-mail notification system to keep everyone updated on traffic and crime problems in the area.

OTHER DISCUSSION

Mr. Stringer told the Board that he had received notice of a meeting of the City of Miami Historic and Environmental Preservation Board on Tuesday, March 18.  The Board will discuss the approval of the First Presbyterian Church, 609 Brickell Avenue, as an historic site.  He indicated that he would be attending the meeting and offered to speak in favor of such designation on behalf of the BAA if the Board so desired.

Mr. Jacobs made a motion that the BAA support the designation of the First Presbyterian Church, 609 Brickell Avenue, as a historic site and that the Board direct Mr. Stringer to convey that support to the City of Miami Historic and Environmental Preservation Board at its meeting on Tuesday, March 18, 2003.

Mr. Stringer seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

Having no further business before them, Mr. Gonsalves adjourned the meeting at 7:10  p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the March Board meeting are:

Collins

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Gregory

Holly

Jacobs

Kelly

Konsler

Martell

Mitchell

Prunka

Robaina

Ross

Silva

Stringer

Tomback

Walters

