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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, April 8, 2003

MEMBERS PRESENT

Brian Gale

Rick Gonsalves

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Hal Martell

Max Puyanic

William Ross

Lee Tomback

Carl Walters

President Gonsalves called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. and announced that there were two new Board members added to the roster.  Osmilda Silva from The Taplin Company replaces John Holzberg who is now working in the Boca Raton area and Alan Cristantiello replaces Kevin Speidel from the Sheraton Biscayne Bay.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Carl Walters presented the Treasurer’s Report (attached to these minutes).

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Membership Committee chair Brian Gale told the Board that he and Mrs. Konsler are working on a list of developers and other businesses in the area who are not members.  Once the list is completed, outreach efforts will be made to see if we can get these businesses to join the Association.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Max Puyanic reported on behalf of the Brickell Village Committee.  He indicated that the Committee is working with a developer in the SW 15 Road and South Miami Avenue area regarding a request for a round-about at that location.  He said that the Committee would bring a proposal to next month’s meeting for the Board’s consideration.

BRICKELL SHUTTLE UPDATE

Megan Kelly provided ridership figures for the Brickell Shuttle.  Ms. Kelly said the ridership of the shuttle has continued to grow and that they are now working on a similar program for the downtown area.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH UPDATE

Mr. Stringer reported (via e-mail) that he had attended the meeting of the City of Miami Historic and Environmental Preservation Board on Tuesday, March 18, but that Church elder Bruce Hill had requested a deferral until the next meeting in June to give the Church the time to consider all ramifications of such a designation.  Mr. Stringer indicated that he would also attend the June meeting and report back to our Board.

CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTHSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mrs. Konsler asked if the Board would consider donating the remaining funds from the Holiday Toy Drive ($400) to Southside Elementary School for their Grade 4/5 class trip to St. Augustine.  A motion to that effect was made by Mr. Jacobs and supported by Mr. Gale.  All voted in favor of the motion.

PROPOSAL FOR GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL AT BRICKELL METRORAIL

Mr. Jacobs presented an elevation drawing and a site map of the proposed Greyhound Bus Station at the Brickell Metrorail station.  Much discussion ensued, focusing primarily on the traffic, noise and air pollution issues such a project would have in the developing Mary Brickell Village area.  Mr. Gonsalves said that he and Mr. Gale would be meeting with Commissioners Barreiro and Morales in the near future to discuss the proposal.

PROPOSAL FOR LEFT TURN FROM NORTHBOUND S. MIAMI AVENUE AT SE 6TH ST.

Board members discussed a letter received from Michael Latterner and Associates on behalf of a number of area businesses requesting help in getting a left turn lane on northbound South Miami Avenue at SE 6th Street just before you cross the Miami Avenue Bridge.

After discussion, Megan Kelly moved that, in recognition of the receipt of multiple letter requests, a resolution requesting the DDA to prioritize a Brickell area traffic engineering analysis of the northbound South Miami Avenue left turn option proposed for Sixth Street, per the adopted Brickell Village Action Plan.  Mr. Ross seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

“OF IMPORTANCE TO BRICKELL” LUNCHEON-MAY 28

Ms. Kelly announced that the speaker for the May 28 “Of Importance to Brickell” luncheon would be Florida House majority leader Marco Rubio and that the luncheon would be held at the JW Marriott.

SOUTH FLORIDA COMMUTER SERVICES

Melissa Vigues presented Board members with the SFCS Annual Report 2001-2002.  She briefly explained the successes and the challenges of getting people to use public transportation, car pools and van pools and indicated that the van pools in particular have been a great success.  Ms. Vigues also noted that the EPA recognizes companies that subsidize public transportation options with their “Commuter Choice Employer Recognition” program and requested information on any companies that are worthy of consideration by virtue of their dedication to helping their employees to use public transportation.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs announced that the next Brickell Homeowners Meeting would be held on Wednesday, April 16 at 6 p.m. at Brickell Park, 2501 Brickell.  Mr. Jacobs also requested a new BAA representative to the BHA Board since Mr. Holzberg can no longer represent the Association.  Mr. Gonsalves, as President of the BAA, volunteered to be the designated representative.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Adam Lukin from the DDA suggested that the BAA schedule an informal meeting with the new director of the DDA and discuss with him the “in progress” initiatives that are of the greatest concert to the Brickell area.

NET OFFICE

Officer Giordano shared some digital photos of the Greyhound station in the Park West area.  He also told the board that we need to “light the fire” under the new City Manager and Chief of Police regarding Brickell traffic issues.  He said it might be advisable for us to initiate “traffic meetings” with representatives from the City, FDOT and other agencies.

Having no further business before them, Mr. Gonsalves adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the May Board meeting are:

Collins

Christantiello

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly

Jacobs

Kelly

Martell

Prunka

Puyanic

Robaina

Ross

Silva

Stringer

Tomback

Walter

