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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, May 13, 2003

MEMBERS PRESENT

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

Glenn Gregory

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Gary Konsler

Hal Martell

Max Puyanic

Mercy Robaina

William Ross

Carl Walters

Guest: Officer Jeff Giordano

President Gonsalves called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Carl Walters presented the Treasurer’s Report (attached to these minutes).  He also said he was going to contact Patty Lubian at Northern Trust to see if we could get the fees on the checking account waived.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Mrs. Konsler told the Board that she had given a list of area developers, contacts and phone numbers to Mr. Gale for follow-up in trying to secure their membership for the Association.  She also announced two new members had joined, Michael Latterner & Associates and Benzol Properties.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Max Puyanic reported on behalf of the Brickell Village Committee.  He indicated that the Committee is working with developer Alan Ojeda/Rilea in the SW 15 Road and South Miami Avenue area regarding a request for a round-about at that location.  He said that the Committee would bring a proposal to next month’s meeting for the Board’s consideration.

BRICKELL PARK COMMITTEE

Megan Kelly informed the Board that they are still waiting for the judge in the case to make a decision.  She said the City has done its part and now it’s just a matter of waiting for the judge.

CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTHSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Board members received a copy of the Thank You letter from Maria Gonzalez, Principal of Southside Elementary School, for the $400 contribution to their class trip fund.

PROPOSAL FOR GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL AT BRICKELL METRORAIL

Mr. Gonsalves reported that he and Mr. Gale met with Commissioner Barreiro regarding the proposed Greyhound Terminal in the Brickell area.   Commissioner Barreiro said that the decision wasn’t as close to a “done deal” as the BAA had thought, that it was still in a sub-committee of the Transportation Committee.  Mr. Gonsalves said that, overall, it was a good meeting and that the Commissioner was very receptive to the BAA’s comments.  Mr. Gonsalves also said that it was his understanding that the proposal is now dead.  Other Board members confirmed that it was also their understanding that the proposal was dead.

REQUEST FOR SUPPORT FROM DADE HERITAGE TRUST

Board members discussed a letter received from Dade Heritage Trust asking for the BAA’s support for a grant to restore the old Miami High Bungalow.  Mr. Jacobs moved that the Brickell Area Association write such a letter of support.  Mr. Gort seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

“OF IMPORTANCE TO BRICKELL” LUNCHEON-MAY 28

There was brief discussion as to whether Representative Rubio will be available for the luncheon due to the extended legislative calendar.  Ms. Kelly said she would contact the Mr. Rubio’s office and confirm that he will be our speaker.  There was also brief discussion about whether we should cancel the luncheon if he is not available.  Consensus was to go forward and find a substitute speaker if necessary.  Michael Hardy’s (Performing Arts Center) name was offered and all seemed happy with that.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs announced that the next Brickell Homeowners Meeting would be held on Wednesday, May 21 at 6 p.m. at the Bristol Tower.  The guest speaker will be Johnny Martinez who has taken Jose Abreu's position as Secretary (Director) FDOT Sixth District.  Mr. Jacobs thanked Mr. Gonsalves for attending the last meeting the BAA’s representative.  Mr. Jacobs also shared the good news that Brickell Harbor, the condominium building with structural problems, is repairable and that the work would be complete within 90 days.  At that time, the displaced residents will be able to move back into their homes.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Megan Kelly reported that currently the DDA is in a “fact finding” mode because of the transition to a new Executive Director.  The new Director has some thoughts on how the committees should be structured and until all this is worked out, we should not expect much “forward motion” on projects like the Brickell Streetscape.

NET OFFICE

Officer Giordano said that there had been some complaints regarding construction sites not shutting down at 6 p.m. and that the police were going to be making sure the time restrictions are observed.  Officer Giordano also noted that there was an attempted abduction at 12th Avenue & 29th Road, but the victim, a woman, was able to escape.

Officer Giordano also invited BAA members to observe the Police Department’s “Clean-Up Miami River” days (usually Wednesdays around 10 a.m.).  He said both the marine patrol and the land patrols are involved and that it would involve about an hour’s time.  Please call Officer Giordano (Cell: 305-798-0961) if you are interested in participating.

Having no further business before them, Mr. Gonsalves adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the June Board meeting are:

Christantiello

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly

Jacobs

Kelly

Konsler

Martell

Puyanic

Robaina

Ross

Silva

Stringer

Tomback

Walter

