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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, July 15, 2003

MEMBERS PRESENT

Brian Gale

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

Jacque Huttoe

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Gary Konsler

Hal Martell

Max Puyanic

Mercy Robaina

William Ross

Wayne Stringer

Lee Tomabck

Carl Walters

Guest: Dana Nottingham, Officer Jeff Giordano

President Gonsalves called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. and welcomed new Executive Director of the Downtown Development Authority, Mr. Dana Nottingham, to the meeting.

Mr. Nottingham spoke briefly about his vision for the areas under the purview of the DDA and how he expected to get there in the next 10 to 15 years.  He indicated he would take a three-pronged approach to accomplish the goals set by the DDA Board: (1) Redevelop, (2) Revitalize and (3) Reinforce.  He indicated the biggest challenge is to translate an agenda into action plans. He also said he sees the role of the DDA as a “catalyst organization” that helps break through barriers to getting things done. Other topics touched on were the promoting of an “urban village” and updating the Master Plan, which was last updated in 1986.  A lively discussion about the coordination and planning of projects ensued.

NET OFFICE

Officer Giordano informed the Board of an expected protest in November when the FTAA meets at the Intercontinental Hotel.  He indicated that as many as 100,000 “anti-globalization” protestors may be present during the meetings  (Nov. 18, 19, 20).  During this time, the Brickell bridge will most likely be kept in the up position to keep the demonstrations from spilling over onto Brickell Avenue causing massive traffic problems in the area.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Carl Walters presented the Treasurer’s Report (attached to these minutes).  Mr. Walters also said he had contacted Patty Lubian at Northern Trust about changing our checking account from a “commercial” to a basic business checking account and thereby saving the monthly maintenance fee and recommended that the Association make this change.   Mr. Puyanic made the motion to make the change and it Mr. Gale seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Mr. Gale reported two new memberships since the last meeting, The Hyatt Regency Miami and The Sports Club/LA and that America’s Capital Partners has agreed to join.  Mr. Gale is working to get all Brickell area developers to join the Association.

Mr. Tomback presented the Board with information on an event held in Ft. Lauderdale for brokers to tour the downtown office buildings.  He suggested the BAA might want to think of sponsoring a similar event in the Brickell area.

BRICKELL VILLAGE COMMITTEE

Jacque Huttoe reported that the Committee is still working with developer Alan Ojeda/Rilea in the SW 15 Road and South Miami Avenue area regarding a request for a round-about at that location. She said that the Committee is still not prepared to bring a proposal before the BAA Board for its support, but that they might be ready by next month.

Some discussion ensued regarding the impact fees developers pay to the City and where the money goes.  

BRICKELL PARK COMMITTEE

Megan Kelly informed the Board that they are still waiting for the judge in the case to make a decision.  She also indicated that Greg Bush was interested in some joint planning with the Miami Circle, Brickell Park and the First Presbyterian Church as a future project.

PROPOSAL FOR GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL AT BRICKELL METRORAIL

Mr. Gonsalves reported that the Greyhound issue is still with us.  Although everyone, including City Administrator Arriola and County Manager Burgess, seems to be against it, no one is willing to say it is a completely “dead issue.”  

“OF IMPORTANCE TO BRICKELL” LUNCHEON-AUGUST

Megan Kelly told the Board that she has cancelled the August luncheon for fear that Representative Marco Rubio might again not be able to join us due to the extra legislative sessions the Governor has called until the medical malpractice insurance impasse has been rectified.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs told the Board that the BHA is petitioning FDOT regarding signalization of the Brickell corridor to make the area more pedestrian friendly.  He presented the board (via an earlier e-mail) with a copy of a proposal from Miles Moss & Associates and indicated he hoped the BHA and the BAA could work together on this proposal.  

Some discussion ensued about having the City of Miami take responsibility for Brickell from FDOT much in the same way that Coral Gables took over Miracle Mile.

Having no further business before them, Mr. Gonsalves adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the September Board meeting are:

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Huttoe

Jacobs

Kelly

Konsler

Martell

Puyanic

Robaina

Samo

Stringer

Tomback

Walter

