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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, October 7, 2003

MEMBERS PRESENT

Brian Gale 

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

John Fleeman (for Holly)

Tory Jacobs

Gary Konsler

Hal Martell

Mercy Robaina

William Ross

Carl Walters

Guest: Commander Rudy Llanes, Officer Jeff Giordano, NET Administrator Eddie Padilla

President Gonsalves called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. and welcomed the new NET Office administrator, Eddie Morales-Padilla.

NET OFFICE

Commander Llanes and Officer Giordano told the Board that the police department is working with every other law enforcement agency in the Miami-Dade/Broward (and other) areas to secure the manpower needed for the FTAA meeting in November.  Commander Llanes said that the Miami police would be concentrated in the areas most affected by the meeting and the auxiliary manpower provided by neighboring communities would be used to cover the day-to-day activities in the city.

They indicated that the impact of the FTAA would be felt from Saturday, November 15 until Saturday, November 22, with the most disruption of traffic occurring mid-week while the actual talks are being held.

The officers offered to bring a Powerpoint presentation to the next Board meeting (November 4) that will explain what precautions are being taken, what the traffic pattern will look like and how best to avoid unnecessary inconvenience.

Officer Giordano also indicated that he is doing a “security seminar” for the residential buildings in Brickell in mid-January and offered to do the same sort of presentation for the office buildings if there is interest.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Carl Walters was unable to attend the meeting, but a Treasurer’s Report was included in each Board member’s packet of information.  The financial situation is essentially the same as it has been in the past, with $10K set aside for the Brickell Streetscape Project when that is ready to go forward.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Membership Chairman Brian Gale indicated that Americas Capital Partners is planning on joining the Association.  Membership reports were included in each Board member’s packets.

Mr. Gale also indicated that he is working on a letter to go to all the developers in the Brickell area to solicit their membership in the Association.

There was much discussion on whether the BAA needs to initiate some sort of long-term planning or strategic planning to define its mission and goals.  Board members posed many questions for discussion.  What are the benefits of joining the BAA?  Is the core mission of the BAA a networking association?  Do we want to make some radical changes to the Association and become a more “political” organization?  Do we want to become a “Brickell Chamber of Commerce?”

At the end of the discussion, it was agreed that a day-long workshop would be appropriate, but it would be critical to have full participation by all Board members.  A vote will be taken at the November Board meeting to determine whether or not to go forward with this effort.

LETTER TO DDA RE BRICKELL PARK

Mr. Gonsalves presented to the Board a letter drafted by Megan Kelly for consideration.  The letter requested that the DDA add Brickell Park to its DET (Downtown Enhancement Team) schedule of regular maintenance and cleaning.  Mr. Gonsalves explained that the purpose of this request is two-fold.  First, it would provide the DDA an opportunity to become more involved in the Brickell area and bring a further understanding of some of our needs.  Second, the regular maintenance and cleaning of the Park would show the City that there is sustained interest in making Brickell Park an inviting place for Brickell workers and residents.

After brief discussion and hearing no objections to sending the proposed letter, Mr. Gonsalves directed Mrs. Konsler to send the to the DDA without any changes.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Mercy Robaina, Bank United, informed Board members that October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month and that Bank United will match all donations they receive (up to $45,000) for this charity during the month.  She showed the Board a poster with tear-off pledge cards and asked that anyone willing to display one of the posters in their office contact her.  

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs invited Board Members to attend the next Brickell Homeowners Association meeting 

To be held at One Tequesta Point on Wednesday, October 15 at 6 p.m.  He indicated that Commissioner Jimmy Morales would be in attendance and address the group on a number of items of interest.

Mr. Jacobs also informed the Board of a request to put a Montessori Day Care Center at Emmanuel Lutheran Church on Brickell.  He indicated that there is opposition to this by area residents and homeowners associations because it would require a “special exception” and the City has not been diligent in the past in enforcing the limitations “special exceptions,” in particular the doctor’s office/spa/surgery center on Brickell.

OTHER INFORMATION

Willy Gort told Board members that they have begun clearing the land for Mary Brickell Village and that some of the neighboring businesses (Perricone’s in particular) are being affected by the dirt and dust.  Mr. Gort told the Board that it must be watchful when demolition permits are pulled that the City enforce measures that would give some protection for adjacent neighbors.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the November Board meeting are:

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly

Jacobs

Kelly

Konsler

Martell

Prunka

Puyanic

Robaina

Ross

Samo

Stringer

Tomback

Walter

