Minutes

Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, March 16, 2004

Page 2

MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, March 16, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT

Alan David

Rick Gonsalves

John Fleeman

Horace Hawthorne

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Hal Martell 

Adam Mopsick

Randy Olen

Max Puyanic

Mercy Robaina

Bill Ross

Lee Tomback

Sim Wilson

GUESTS: Commissioner Jimmy Morales, Police Chief John Timoney, Deputy Chief Frank Fernandez, Commander Mike Perez, Commander Rudy Llanes, Officer Jeff Giordano, Eddie, Morales-Padilla, Tibor Hollo

President Ross called the meeting to order at 5:45 p. and welcomed guests and new Board members.

REMARKS BY COMMISSIONER MORALES

Commissioner Morales apologized for not being able to attend the meeting last month due to a County Commission meeting.  At that meeting, Commissioner Morales was announced as the 2004 recipient of the individual award for Excellence in Service to the Brickell are.

Commissioner Morales thanked the Board for this recognition and indicated that he would continue to work for the betterment of the Brickell area.  

REMARKS BY POLICE CHIEF JOHN TIMONEY

Chief Timoney updated the Board on the currents efforts the City of Miami Police Department is making in order to make Miami a safer city in which to do business and live. 

REMARKS BY TIBOR HOLLO 

Mr. Hollo shared with the Board his preliminary plans for beautification including landscaping, fountains, a promenade open to the public, and decorative pavers, in the area from 15th Road to 12th Street on Brickell Bay Drive.  Mr. Hollo’s purpose in making this presentation was to ask for the Board’s support when he goes before the Planning Commission to present the final plans.

Mr. Puyanic suggested the Board pass a resolution in support of Mr. Hollo’s plans, but upon further discussion, it was determined that a resolution should not be put forth until the final plans had been presented to the Board.  

Mr. Ross directed Mrs. Konsler to write a letter of thanks to Mr. Hollo, expressing the Board’s support for the project and inviting him to present the final plans at a future Board meeting.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER

President Ross introduced Adam Mopsick (Amicon Development Group) who joined the Board since the Annual General Membership Meeting in February.  

He also welcomed Randy Olen and Sim Wilson, representing CB Richard Ellis, who will share the Board membership responsibilities.  In addition, he welcomes Horace Hawthorne who will share Board responsibilities with Wayne Stringer representing Foram Management & Leasing.

Since there were a number of new faces at the Board table, President Ross requested that each Board member identify themselves and their company.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mr. Tomback presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Martell indicated that we have received a number of new Board level memberships in the last couple of months and that he is pleased.  However, he that said we need to put some additional effort into attracting general members too.  Mr. Martell also reported that he is reviewing the letters and promotional materials we send prospective members.

NET OFFICE REPORT

Officer Giordano reported on a number of robbery and robbery attempts in the area and indicated that there had also been some construction site thefts.

Officer Giordano also announced the First Annual “Beat the Heat” Duathlon scheduled for May 15, beginning at the DuPont Plaza.  He also said that the Police department was working with the BHA to present a Building Security Seminar on April 14.

DEVELOPERS FORUM AND LUNCHEON SERIES

There was great interest on the part of the Board in going forward with the Developers Forum and continuing the Luncheon Series.  Megan Kelly said she would be willing to work on lining up the speakers as she has done in the past.

DDA

Megan Kelly informed the Board that the DDA has awarded a $60K grant to Glatting-Jackson to incorporate all the existing streetscape plans (Brickell Avenue, Brickell Village, Downtown Transportation Master Plan) into one, coordinated plan that will give developers something to work with.  She indicated a 3 to 5 month time frame for the completion of the project.

Megan Kelly indicated that she is troubled by the process so far and that, although there is no problem with FDOT developing standards for the project, the BAA needs to be proprietary with our streetscape design plan and make sure we have a voice in the final outcome.

Mr. Ross indicated that the president of the Point View Association had contacted him asking for support to help fight the closing of the median at 14th Street.  

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs announced that the next BHA meeting would take place on March 17, 6:00 p.m. at the Bristol Tower.  Mr. Jacob also presented brief remarks regarding the streetscape plans from 15th Road south, the fact that the medians are too narrow to accommodate the proposed “entrance markers” right at the actual entrance owing to the presence of the turn lane, and the fact that the FDOT will not permit a pedestrian crosswalk unless one already exists or there is a signal at the location.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the January 13 Board meeting are as follows:

Baumert

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly

Jacobs

Kelly

Konsler

Martell

Robaina

Ross

Samo

Stringer

Tomback

Walters

