A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BRICKELL AREA ASSOCIATION (BAA) AFFIRMING ITS CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE CITIZENS INDEPENDENT TRANSPORTATION TRUST (CITT), AS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BCC) ON JULY 9, 2002; URGING THE BCC NOT TO TAKE ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY ALTER OR DILUTE THE POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF THE CITT AS ORIGINALLY INTENDED AND ENVISIONED.


WHEREAS, on July 9, 2002, the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance No. 02-226 which levies and imposes a half penny Charter County Transit System Surtax; and


WHEREAS, on July 9 2002, the BCC also adopted Ordinance No. 02-117, creating the Citizens Independent Transportation Trust with certain powers to oversee the use and expenditures of the Surtax; and


WHEREAS, on November 5, 2002 the Miami-Dade County voters, after four previously failed referendums, approved they levying of the Surtax with the knowledge that the CITT would be monitoring, overseeing, reviewing, auditing and investigating the implementation of all projects funded in whole or in part with Surtax proceeds; and


WHEREAS, since it first convened on May 2003, the CITT has exercised its duties and responsibilities in the manner envisioned and approved by the BCC; and


WHEREAS, the CITT has continuously evaluated and improved its policies and procedures to ensure timely review and consideration of items while continuing to provide the level of citizen oversight expected by the voters; and


WHEREAS, the BCC should not be a party to “bait and switch” tactics with the voters who approved the Surtax; and


WHEREAS, the BAA strongly urges the BCC to reject any measure, whether such measure be in the form of an ordinance repealing the CITT, or through any amendment which would substantially dilute the powers and duties of the CITT as originally envisioned.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BRICKELL AREA ASSOCIATION, that this Association affirms its continued support of the Citizens Independent Transportation Trust as adopted by the Board of County Commissioners on July 9, 2002.  Furthermore, the BAA urges the BCC not to take any action that would substantially alter or dilute the powers and authority of the CITT, as originally intended and envisioned, following approval by the electorate of Miami-Dade County.

The foregoing resolution was offered by Mr. Wifredo “Willy” Gort and seconded by Mr. Wayne Stringer.  Upon being put to a vote, this resolution passed unanimously.

PASSED and ADOPTED this 11th day of May, 2004.

______________________________________

William Ross

President

Brickell Area Associaton.

