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MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, May 11, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT

Alan David

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

John Fleeman

Horace Hawthorne

Tory Jacobs

Hal Martell 

Max Puyanic

Mercy Robaina

Bill Ross

Jessica Samo

Wayne Stringer

Lee Tomback

Ramon Usategui

Guests: John Cosgrove, Officer Giordano, Tibor Hollo, John Prats

President Bill Ross called the May 11 meeting of the Brickell Area Association Board of Directors to order at 5:40 p.m.  Mr. Ross welcomed new Board member Ramon Usategui from Bank United and thanked former member Mercy Robaina for her service to the Board.

Officer Jeff Giordano reported on a number of construction site burglaries in the Brickell area and said that an arrest has been made on one of them.  He also requested financial support for the upcoming PAL Duathlon.  The Board voted to contribute $100 to this cause.

Brickell Homeowners President Tory Jacobs informed the Board than a “US1 Network” has been formed, the purpose of which is to have a little “clout” in trying to get Brickell Avenue treated as a business and residential thoroughfare and not as a Federal highway.  Max Puyanic spoke in support of the Network and recommended that it establish a website as a way to disseminate information.  He further suggested that the BAA website have a link to the Network website once it is established.

Mr. Jacobs also invited all Board members to the Downtown bay Forum Luncheon on June 30.  The guest speaker will be Mr. Art Noriegua with the City’s parking authority.  J. David Hoyt (Standard Parking/Chicago)  and Ladd Levis-Thorne (AutoSpace/Boston) will also be participants in the discussion of parking in Miami.

Tibor Hollo made a presentation on his Villa Magna project, outlining the landscaping details of the project that will be funded by the developer.  He asked for BAA support of this project when it goes before the City Commission for approval on May 27.  It was moved by Wayne Stringer, that the BAA support the Villa Magna project, subject to the conditions imposed by the City of Miami’s Planning & Zoning Department.   Willy Gort seconded the motion and, after discussion, it was unanimously approved by the Board.

John Cosgrove, Chairman of the Citizens Independent Transportation Trust, spoke to the Board about the role of the CITT as envisioned by the County Commission prior to, and after the successful passage of, the dedicated .5-cent transit tax.  Mr. Cosgrove told the Board that traffic is the #1 issue in Miami as the city and county continue to grow.  He told the Board that the transit tax will generate over $17B over the next 30 years and that, in his opinion, the reason the transit tax was passed by the voters was the formation of an independent citizens oversight committee.

Mr. Cosgrove said that the CITT’s scope of authority was being challenged by some County Commissioners who feel that the CITT has become “too intrusive” into the County’s business.  Mr. Cosgrove asked the Board for its support of the CITT as originally envisioned by the County Commission and the voters.

Willy Gort moved that the BAA draft a resolution in support of the CITT, requesting that the County Commission take no action that would substantially alter or dilute the powers of the CITT.  Wayne Stringer seconded the motion and, when put to a vote, the motion passed unanimously.   Mr. Ross asked Mrs. Konsler to draft a resolution that would be sent to the Mayor and all County Commissioners after review and approval by the members of the Executive Committee.

Treasurer Lee Tomback presented the May financial statement and indicated that the Association is in good financial shape and that there are no “non-standard” items on the report for May.

Hal Martell, Membership Committee Chairman, presented the membership report for May, noting one new member, Blue Estate Realty.

Having no further business, President Ross adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the June 8 Board meeting are as follows:

Baumert

David

Gale

Giebel

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly/Fleeman

Hood

Jacobs

Kelly

Martell

Mopsick

Olen/Wilson

Puyanic

Ross

Samo

Stringer/Hawthorne

Tavares

Tomback

Usategui

Walters

