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BRICKELL  AREA  ASSOCIATION
600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 800

Miami,  Florida  33131

PHONE: (305) 375-0080       FAX: (305) 377-1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, June 8, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT

George Giebel

Rick Gonsalves

Willy Gort

Tory Jacobs

Hal Martell 

Randy Olen

Bill Ross

Lee Tomback

Ramon Usategui

Carl Walters

Sim Wilson

Guests: Joel Hoffman, Officer Giordano, Eddie Padilla

President Bill Ross called the June 8 meeting of the Brickell Area Association Board of Directors to order at 5:40 p.m.  

Officer Jeff Giordano reported that he is looking for support from the Association asking the City to do something about the increased number of very large trucks making deliveries to the Four Ambassadors.  He indicated that in some cases trucks as large as semi tractor-trailers are parked on SE 8th Street blocking traffic lanes.  Officer Giordano also told the Board that the City would be considering the new noise ordinance for Bayfront Park at the July 22 Commission meeting.  He also reported a couple of burglaries at the 600 Brickell building, construction site thefts and a complaint of building construction noise in the vicinity of 10th Street.

Treasurer Lee Tomback presented the June financial statement and indicated that the Association is in good financial shape and that there are no “non-standard” items on the report for June.

Hal Martell, Membership Committee Chairman, presented the membership report for June and indicated that he is in the process of compiling a database of firms who have recently moved into the Brickell corridor.  He is also drafting a letter that will welcome them to the Brickell Area and introduce them to the BAA, its purpose and the benefits of being an active member.  This outreach effort would be continuous throughout the year.

Guest speaker Joel Hoffman presented information about Vizcaya Museum and Gardens and its value to the Miami community.  Mr. Hoffman outlined plans for future restoration and development and indicated that the organization was hopeful for funding through the County’s budgeting process and the General Obligation Bond Initiative that will be on the November ballot.

A motion was made by Richard Gonsalves that the BAA Board write a letter to the County Commissioners supporting Vizcaya, requesting that the County support Vizcaya in its annual budget and that their request for funding be included in the November General Obligation Bond Initiative.  The motion was seconded by Carl Walters and was unanimously passed by the Board.

Mrs. Konsler reminded Board members of the June 30 Luncheon at the Sheraton featuring Miami-Dade County Manager George Burgess as the guest speaker.

Carl Walters said he planned to contact Sheldon Anderson at Northern Trust about the possibility of using Northern’s reception area for the proposed Developers Forum.

Tory Jacobs invited all Board members to the next Brickell Homeowners Meeting on Wednesday, June 16.  That meeting will be held at The Metropolitan at 2475 Brickell (entrance off 25th Road).  Items on the agenda will include the re-surfacing of Brickell Avenue and the City’s new proposed noise ordinance.

Mr. Ross called members attention to the letter he received from George Burgess in response to the Association’s recent letter supporting the CITT.  His letter indicates that County Commissioner Moss has withdrawn his proposed amendment to the PTP that would have reduced the powers and duties of the CITT.

The Board briefly discussed whether or not an apology letter should be sent to the County Commissioners for the letter regarding the CITT.  Board members did not feel an apology was warranted, but agreed to invite Commissioner Sosa to our September Board meeting.

Having no further business, President Ross adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the July 13 Board meeting are as follows:

 David

Giebel

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly/Fleeman

Jacobs

Kelly

Martell

Mopsick

Olen/Wilson

Puyanic

Ross

Samo

Stringer/Hawthorne

Tomback

Usategui

Walters

