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BRICKELL  AREA  ASSOCIATION
600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 800

Miami,  Florida  33131

PHONE: (305) 375-0080       FAX: (305) 377-1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, July 13, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT

John Fleeman

Brian Gale

Rick Gonsalves

Tory Jacobs

Adam Mopsick 

Randy Olen

Nestor Ramirez

Bill Ross

Jessica Samo

Lee Tomback

Ramon Usategui

Sim Wilson

Karime Zamora

Guests: Barbara Beaudry, Adam Lukin

President Bill Ross called the June 8 meeting of the Brickell Area Association Board of Directors to order at 5:40 p.m.  and announced that Cushman & Wakefield had re-joined the Association at the Board level and that Mr. Tim Prunka would be the representative to the Board.  Mr. Ross also welcomed Karime Zamora, the new Board member representing the JW Marriott.

Treasurer Lee Tomback presented the June financial statement and indicated that the Association is in good financial shape and that there are no “non-standard” items on the report for July.  Mr. Tomback informed the Board that he had met with Jeff Ducker and Monte Kane from Kane and Associates about the Association’s tax status and filings.  He indicated that initially he had been told that the Association might owe a few hundred dollars in penalties, but that we had more income and fewer expenses than expected and we may be looking at several thousand dollars in back taxes. Mr. Tomback also indicated that the accountants had not said what their fee might be, but he estimated it to be in the $1000 range.

Mrs. Konsler presented the monthly membership reports in Mr. Martell’s absence.

Guest Speaker Barbara Beaudry from Miami-Dade Community College and member of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce’s Transportation Committee updated the Board on the situation with the Miami River and the Brickell Bridge.  Ms. Beaudry opened her remarks by saying that the Coast Guard has been a really good partner in all the efforts to alleviate some of the traffic problems with the Brickell Bridge and other bridges over the Miami River.  Unfortunately, the great majority of commitments made by the landside components (FDOT, City of Miami, Miami-Dade County) have not been implemented yet.  So far, only two things have been accomplished, (1) the signalization of the I-95 ramp onto Brickell Avenue and (2) minor signalization changes to Northbound Brickell Avenue.  To date, there is no signage to tell motorists why the Brickell signals remain red for the extended periods when the bridge is in the up position.  Ms. Beaudry said she feels that Brickell has been let down on the signage issue, the signalization issue, the conversion of 8th Street to two-way, and the fast-tracking a tunnel under the River.

Ms. Beaudry urged the Board to get in contact with the City, the County and FDOT to try to get some sort of commitment that many of the items promised would, in fact, become a reality.

Subsequent to Ms. Beaudry’s remarks, the Board indicated it would gather information and write letters to all parties who might have some influence regarding the traffic and Brickell Bridge issues.

Mrs. Konsler told the Board that Carl Walters is in the process of organizing a Developers Forum to be held mid-October.

Tory Jacobs said that there would be no Brickell Homeowners Meeting in either July or August, but he reminded all members of the Candidates Forum that BAA is co-sponsoring to be held at 7 p.m. on August 19 at the Museum of Science. 

Adam Lukin from the Downtown Development Authority told the Board that a contract had been signed with Glatting-Jackson to coordinate the various streetscape studies that have been done for the Brickell and Brickell Village areas (HOK, Carr-Smith, DMMTP, Brickell Streetscape) and that they are about 30% into their study.  As part of the contract, Glatting-Jackson will also develop a set of regulatory recommendations and will detail additional sources of funding and funding ideas for the projects.  Mr. Lukin indicated that they should be ready with a presentation sometime in September or October.

Mr. Ross shared with the Board a letter he received from County Manager George Burgess regarding our letter re Vizcaya.  After discussion, it was felt that, although Mr. Burgess discussed Vizcaya capital funding through the General Obligation Bond, he had not addressed funding through the County operating budget.  A motion was made by Mr. Gonsalves, seconded by Mr. Gale and passed unanimously to write another letter to Mr. Burgess requesting information as to why the County does not fund Vizcaya through its general operating budget as it does other similar cultural facilities.

Having no further business, President Ross adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the September 14 Board meeting are as follows:

 David

Gale

Giebel

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly/Fleeman

Jacobs

Martell

Mopsick

Olen/Wilson

Prunka

Puyanic

Ramirez

Ross

Samo

Stringer/Hawthorne

Tomback

Usategui

Walters

Zamora

