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BRICKELL  AREA  ASSOCIATION
600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 800

Miami,  Florida  33131

PHONE: (305) 375-0080       FAX: (305) 377-1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, October 12, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT

Richard Baumert

Jan Havmoeller

John Fleeman

Tory Jacobs

Hal Martell

Bill Ross

Ramon Usategui

Carl Walters

Karime Zamora

Guests: Linda DiMartino, Jose Galan

President Bill Ross called the October meeting of the Brickell Area Association Board of Directors to order at 5:40 p.m. and welcomed new Board Member Jan Havmoeller of Propeller at 1428 Brickell.  Mr. Ross also welcomed new Treasurer Ramon Usategui from Bank United who is replacing Lee Tomback who no longer works in Brickell.

Treasurer Usategui presented the October financials and indicated that the Association’s accounts are in order and the balances continue to be healthy.

Mrs. Konsler informed the Board that she has received a letter from the IRS wanting payment of late fees and interest on the 2001 tax returns and that Kane and Company has already written a letter asking that these charges be forgiven the Association.  She also indicated that she is expecting a similar letter for 2002 and 2003.

Mr. Martell presented the membership report, noting that we have added 5 new members to the Association since June.

Mrs. Konsler said that the October 6 “Of Importance to Brickell” luncheon at the Conrad was an outstanding success with 72 guests in attendance.  She indicated that there are currently about $600 outstanding in unpaid luncheon reservations, but that the guests have already been invoiced and she expects payment soon.

Mr. Tory Jacobs announced the next Brickell Homeowners Association meeting would be held at Vizcaya on Wednesday, October 20 at 6:00 p.m. and that Mayor Diaz will be the guest speaker.  Mr. Jacobs also announced that the Florida Senate and House legislators who are successful on the November ballot and who represent the three precincts served by the Brickell neighborhood will be invited to attend the November 17 meeting of the BHA.

Downtown Development Authority representative Adam Lukin reported that the DDA has a final draft report for the Brickell Avenue Streetscape.  This plan includes the provisions from the three separate studies melded into one cohesive streetscape plan.  This new plan will go to the City for approval and, once approved, will dictate the guidelines that must be met for all new Brickell and West Brickell projects.  The plan will be formally presented at the DDA Offices on October 27 at 11:00 AM.

Mr. Ross shared a letter from City of Miami Transportation Director Mary Conway which indicates that the conversion of SE 8th Street to two-way will not be completed until some time in 2006.

Guest Speaker Jose Galan from the General Obligation Bond Program Office explained the highlights of the eight issues on which the voters will have a chance to vote in the upcoming November elections.  Mr. Galan emphasized the importance of each of the issues and explained how they would benefit the whole Miami area.  Guest Linda DeMartino indicated that Mr. Galan could only give information and could not ask for a “yes” vote on the issues, but that she, as an independent citizen working closely with the GOB Program, could ask for everyone’s “yes” vote on all eight of the issues.  Although there are eight separate issues, Ms. DeMartino urged that they be considered as a comprehensive whole and that a “yes” vote is needed on each and every issue.

Mr. Jacobs made a motion that the BAA support the GOB Program in its totality.  Mr. Usategui seconded Mr. Jacob’s motion.  After brief discussion, the motion to support the GOB Program in its totality was passed unanimously by those members present at the meeting.

Mr. Usategui asked for the BAA’s support of N.A.A.R. (National Alliance for Autism Research) and an upcoming walk-a-thon in which he plans participate later in October.  Mr. Usategui explained that autism is affecting our society in epidemic proportions (1 in 160) and that the cause is still unknown.  Mr. Martell made a motion of support the NAAR in the amount of $50.  Mr. Carl Walters seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Having no further business, President Ross adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Members eligible to vote at the November 9 Board meeting are as follows:

Baumert

Giebel

Gonsalves

Gort

Havmoeller

Holly/Fleeman

Jacobs

Martell

Mopsick

Olen/Wilson

Prunka

Ramirez

Ross

Samo

Usategui

Walters

Zamora

