Minutes

Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, April 30, 2002

Page 2

BRICKELL  AREA  ASSOCIATION
600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 800

Miami,  Florida  33131

PHONE: (305) 375-0080       FAX: (305) 377-1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, April 30, 2002


Members Present: 
Gale, Brian





Gonsalves, Rick





Gort, Willy





Greene, Murray





Gregory, Glenn





Holzberg, John





Jacobs, Tory





Puyanic, Max





Tomback, Lee

Guests:

Castro-Lopez, Patricia

Cockrum, Loretta

Fernandez, Frank

Giordano, Jeff

Lukin, Adam




Voyer, Mark

President Gale called the meeting to order at 5:50 p.m. He informed the Board of Phillip Yaffa’s resignation and welcomed Mr. Lee Tomback to the Board as the representative for Florida East Coast Properties.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Since no bank statement had been received since the last meeting on April 9, Ms. Boyd did not provide a Treasurer’s report.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

No Report.  Mrs. Konsler gave Board members a listing of all non-renewing members since the November 2000 dues billing.

DISCUSSION OF PAST PRACTICE RE: SUPPORTING OR OPPOSING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THE BRICKELL AREA

Mr. Gale introduced the subject of whether or not the BAA should take an official stand on Brickell area development projects by passing formal resolutions.  Much discussion ensued.  The salient points of the discussion were:

--In the past the BAA had other ways of supporting development in the Brickell area (i.e. Developers Forum) without having to take a stand on the merits of any one specific project.

--It is not desirable for the BAA to become a “Stamp of Approval” for specific projects.

--If the BAA is going to support/oppose specific projects, then some criteria need to be set up and a committee needs to be formed so that the project evaluation process is fair and equitable.

--The BAA has passed resolutions before regarding specific projects, but they were limited to parks, transportation and landscape/streetscape design, not specific development projects.

The discussion also produced questions regarding the BAA’s Mission Statement, what the BAA actually does, what the Association should do and the necessity of the Association getting more involved.  Everyone agreed that these topics needed to be addressed by the Long Range Planning Committee as they progress through the Strategic Planning process.

At the end of the discussion, Mr. Puyanic made a motion that, at this time, the BAA should not take a position on any specific project.  Mr. Holzberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all voting in favor of the motion except Mr. Gort. 

Board Members made a number of additional suggestions with regards to this discussion item.

--Individuals who are supportive of specific projects were encouraged to speak before the City Commission as individuals, not as representatives of the BAA.

--During the Strategic Planning process, the committee should set up basic criteria on which to judge projects.  If a project meets these basic criteria, then the project would be an “Approved Project” by BAA standards without the BAA actually having to vote on the project.

--It might be possible to pass resolutions stating that “the BAA has no objection” to a specific project if it meets all BAA criteria and zoning requirements.

CORAL STATION RESOLUTION

This item became moot after the motion above was passed and was not discussed.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE

Mr. Gonsalves reported that the committee was close to making a decision and hopes to bring a recommendation to the Board at the June meeting.  He indicated that currently the Board is leaning toward Plexus/M2 and that Teresa Boyd has been in contact with Mr. Hal Martel in an effort to see if he could lower the price below the $5000 in his original proposal.  

Murray Greene inquired whether the Committee had contacted  Bill Carroll, the web designer who BOMA is using.  He encouraged the committee to do so, indicating that the price might be in the $1000 range and that the product was of a very high quality.

DISCUSSION OF MIAMI-DADE ZONING ORDINANCE RULING

Mr. Gonsalves brought to the Board’s attention that a recent court ruling by the Third District Court of Appeal found a key portion of the county zoning code unconstitutionally vague.  The result of this ruling is that the county is postponing indefinitely all approvals for building projects that require even the slightest variance from the zoning code.  In addition, due to the legal uncertainly surrounding variance approvals, bank financing of construction projects could be adversely affected as attorneys will only render “conditioned opinions” as to any zoning variance issue.  It should be noted that the Miami-Dade Circuit Court has recently struck down a 1997 zoning vote approving an application initiated by University Baptist Church citing the recent appellate court’s ruling.

This ruling becomes even more ominous when one considers the fact that many of the municipalities in Miami-Dade County have adopted the county’s zoning ordinances in whole or in part.  

Note: Documents provided by Mr. Gonsalves are available to any Board member who wishes copies.  Please contact Mrs. Konsler with your request. (305) 375-0080

At the conclusion of the discussion, it was agreed that this is a serious issue and the BAA should keep a close eye on the issue.  No other action was recommended at this time.

DISCUSSION OF THE USE OF “BRICKELL” FOR STREETS NORTH OF THE RIVER

Mr. Jacobs brought to the Board’s attention that the DDA is giving some thought one or more streets north of the Miami River using “Brickell” as part of the name.  Mr. Lukin confirmed that there was some discussion of re-naming 2nd Avenue north of the river to North Brickell Avenue.

All Board members agreed that using the name “Brickell” for any street designation north of the River would dilute the prestige of the Brickell name.

Mr. Greene made a motion for the BAA to oppose changing the name of North Second Avenue north of the river to North Brickell Avenue and to oppose any use of the name “Brickell” in naming streets north of the river.  Mr. Puyanic seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. Gale directed Mrs. Konsler to draft a letter to the DDA communicating the BAA’s opposition to such street nomenclature.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Mr. Jacobs reported that they have opted for no advertising on the bus benches in the residential area south of 15th Road. He also expressed some concern with the styles presented to them because they are made of iron or metal and would be very hot.

He also indicated that there have been some problems with noisy boats in the Bay but that Officer Giordano is working with the marine control to eliminate the problem.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Mr. Lukin told the Board that the DDA has endorsed the Brickell Streetscape Plan presented by Glatting Jackson and that they are ready to begin developing the construction documents.  He indicated that the DDA would explore grants and other funding sources.

Mr. Lukin also told the Board that the Brickell Guidelines are very close to being approved and he indicated that all three streetscape consultants (Glatting Jackson, HOK, Wallace, Roberts & Todd) would be meeting in the near future so they can each get a better understanding of the totality of the re-design area.

NET OFFICE

Officer Giordano reported that the DOT had rejected the idea of painting the intersection of Brickell & 8th blue as part of the “Don’t Block the Box” project but they are going to re-visit the concept and try to come up with some other idea.  He also told the Board that the funds are available for a variable message board for that intersection once they begin the program.  He indicated that during the first few weeks, the officers at the intersection will only give warnings, but after an adequate break-in period, they will start ticketing drivers who “block the box.”

Officer Giordano also informed the Board that beat Officer Juan Aguiar suffered a heart attack while conducting a bike inspection program and was currently in the hospital.  He requested that members of the BAA send cards to the hospital to life Officer Aguiar’s spirits.  The Board agreed to send dinner to the Aguiar family when the officer is released from the hospital.

Having no further business, Mr. Gale adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Please Note – In accordance with the new attendance policy adopted, the following members will have voting privileges at the June 2002 meeting:

Alexander*

Boyd

Gale

Gaschott*

Gonsalves

Gort

Greene

Holzberg

Jacobs

Judson*

Lewis*

Puyanic

Ross

Stringer

Taylor*

Tomback

Walters

* Indicates that the member has missed two (2) consecutive meetings.  An absence from the June meeting will result in loss of voting privileges.
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