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600 Brickell Avenue | Suite 800 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, April 11, 2006

MEMBERS PRESENT

Barbara Beaudry

Judy Cable

Marcos Freire

Jeanne Fuentes

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly

Jack Lowell

Hal Martell 

Max Puyanic

Jessica Samo

Kristin Stringer

Wayne Stringer

Carl Walters

Guests: Bill Thompson, Charlie Careno, Related Group; Jose Gonzalez, Tony Sabbag, City of Miami, CIP Department

President Martell called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and informed the Board that Mr. Tim Weller would be joining the Board as the representative from the JW Marriott.

Officer Giordano reported on a number of incidents in the Brickell area; a strong-arm robbery on the Brickell Key bridge, a purse snatching at 777 Brickell, an office burglary at 848 Brickell and a theft at 1111 Brickell.

Treasurer Kristin Stringer presented the April Treasurer’s Report.  She indicated that $2000 had been transferred from savings to checking to help cover the cost of the Developers Forum since the balance in the checking account can’t go below $5000 without incurring service charges.

President Martell shared the monthly membership reports with the Board.

Bill Thompson and Charlie Careno from The Related Group shared updated plans for the Icon Brickell project.  Instead of building the Icon project in stages, Related has decided to build all three buildings at once.  They told the Board that they will be requesting an amendment to the construction easement allowing them to move their sales center trailer to the southeast end of the park.  They requested support from the Association for this effort and in return, they would agree to be out of the park a year earlier than expected.  Board members seemed supportive of the request but asked that it be deferred until the May 9 Board meeting for a formal vote.

Megan Kelly reported that it would appear that the Brickell voices are finally being heard with regards to the Brickell Avenue Traffic and Transportation studies and the PD & E Study as evidenced by the recent meetings with City Commissioner Winton and County Commissioner Gimenez. The City will be meeting with FDOT on April 17 to discuss such things as pedestrian amenities (like crosswalks), signalization and drainage issues.  Ms. Kelly indicated that, at this point, results are very fluid, but the best plan of action is to “sit tight” until after the meeting, but be very vigilant. 

Jose Gonzalez and Tony Sabbag from the City of Miami’s Capital Improvements Projects Department shared streetscape lighting plans for the residential areas of Brickell Avenue South of 15th Road.

After President Martell recapped what has transpired regarding the Brickell Avenue name extension issue to date.  Board members discussed the issue at length.  Although this was pulled from the City’s April 6 Commission agenda, Board Member Jack Lowell indicated that the issue would definitely be taken to the State level for approval.  President Martell indicated that the Brickell Area Association would continue to oppose the extension of the Brickell Avenue name and would be actively monitoring the situation.

Mrs. Konsler told the Board that the Hurricane Impact seminar was well attended and very successful.  She said a number of people have signed up to be on an “action team” but is waiting to see what comes from the NET office re hurricane preparedness before she pulls the action team together for follow-up.

Event Chairperson Carl Walters shared brief remarks about the very successful Developers Forum the Association sponsored in March.

Mrs. Konsler brought a request from the Beethoven Society to support their April 23, 2006 3rd Annual Beethoven Memorial Concert.  She shared the news that Merrill-Lynch would be sponsoring the June 9, 609-6/09-6:09 Concert and the Association would not be asked for financial support for that effort.  Instead, the Beethoven Society requested support for the April concert.  Carl Walters made a motion to pay for the church rental of $500.  The motion was seconded by Max Puyanic.  All voted in favor.

Having no further business, Mr. Martell adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Konsler

Executive Administrator

Note: 
Members eligible to vote at the May 9 Board meeting are as follows:

Baumert

Beaudry

Cable

Freire

Fuentes

Gale

Gonsalves

Gort 

Havmoeller

Holly

Jacobs

Jones

Kelly

Lowell

Martell

Olen/Wilson 

Puyanic

Ross

Samo

Stringer, K

Stringer, W

Walters

Weller

