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 MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, September 11, 2007
MEMBERS PRESENT

Barbara Beaudry

Judy Cable
Marcos Freire

Carlos Pinckney
William Holly

Tory Jacobs

Charles Jones
Jack Lowell
Randy Olen

Marc Pearl

Bill Ross

Carl Walters

Guests: Officer Jeff Giordano, Eddie Padilla, Bert Gonzalez, Gustavo Farfan, Leslie Hanson
President Holly called the September meeting of the Brickell Area Association Board of Directors to order promptly at 5:30 PM.  He immediately asked for a moment of silence in honor of all who lost their lives and loved ones in the September 11, 2001 attack.
Next Mr. Holly called the Board’s attention to the three new representatives to the Board of Directors.  (Carlos Pinckney representing the Allen Morris Company, replacing Nestor Ramirez; Florencia Tabeni representing the JW Marriott, replacing Tim Weller; Greg Mendoza representing Millennium Partners, replacing Rich Baumert)  Mr. Pinckney was the only one of the three new members present.  He was introduced and welcomed to the Board table.
Mr. Gustavo Farfan, representing Capital at Brickell made a brief presentation about a proposed Brickell Fest in the Brickell/South Miami Avenue area next January.  Although the Board members expressed support for events that positively spotlight the Brickell area, they expressed concern about a number of issues: the short time frame for organizing the event, the disruption to Brickell traffic, the proposal to charge for the event, and the proposal to fence off part of South Miami Avenue near Mary Brickell Village.  Mr. Farfan indicated he would be in further meetings with the NET office and others in the next few weeks.  Mr. Holly asked that the issue be added to the Executive Committee agenda for October when more detailed information will be available
Officer Giordano told the Board that “Operation Clean Sweep” in the West Brickell area on August 30 ago was a great success.  Marcos Freire expressed thanks to the Police Department and the City of Miami on the part of Mary Brickell Village for the clean-up efforts.
There was some discussion of the cell phone for the Brickell beat officer.  Some voiced the complaint that when they called the number, there was no answer.  Officer Giordano stated that the beat officer had been on vacation part of the time.   Mr. Holly made a motion to add voice mail and caller ID to the cell phone is the cost was reasonable (around $10 a month or less in additional charges).  Mr. Walters seconded that motion and all were in favor of the expenditure.  It was also suggested that Office Giordano’s cell phone number be distributed to our members so that, if the beat officer is not available, Officer Giordano can be called.
Charles Jones presented the Treasurer’s Report for September.

Mr. Holly presented the Membership Report in Mr. Martell’s absence.  He complimented Marcos Freire for helping secure new memberships from the Mary Brickell Village tenants.

With regards to the effort to keep the name of “Brickell Avenue” South of the Miami River, Mr. Holly said he had good news and bad news.  

The good news is that, by legislative action signed by the Governor of Florida, Brickell Avenue’s historic boundaries have been defined and cannot be changed.  In addition, the Save Historic Brickell group, which had originally budgeted $500,000 over a three year period toward this effort, spent just over $150,000 and were able to cancel all their contracts and get out from under any future financial obligations.

The bad news is that the Save Historic Brickell committee spent $29,000 more than it received in contributions because some entities that had pledged funds did not come through with them.  Mr. Holly asked for a motion for the Brickell Area Association to pay the $29,000 to the lobbying firm Prieguez & Weems for their successful efforts in this matter.  Randy Olen made the motion which was seconded by Marc Pearl.  All voted in favor of the expenditure with the exception of Mr. Lowell who abstained from the vote.
Brickell Homeowners Association President Tory Jacobs invited Board members to the next BHA meeting to be held on October 17, 6:00 PM,  at One Tequesta Point, 888 Brickell Key Drive.  There will be a presentation by the group organizing the ING Marathon.
In closing, Mr. Holly recapped the three main goals of the BAA for the year: (1) Protect the Brickell Avenue boundaries; (2) Make  progress on the Brickell Streetscape (business district) and (3) Lobby for better traffic control and some mitigation of Brickell Avenue traffic problems.  The BAA was successful in the number one item of protecting the Brickell Avenue boundaries, but both the Streetscape and the traffic problems are still on the agenda.  Discussion ensued as to whether the BAA should lobby the City for some solution to the drainage problems on Brickell Avenue and 1 SE 1st Avenue as well as an initiative to get a stop sign at 10th Street and South Miami Avenue.
Having no further business, Mr. Holly adjourned the meeting at 6:25 PM.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Konsler

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 9
Board members eligible to vote at meetings are as follows:

Beaudry

Cable

Freire

Holly

Jacobs

Jones

Lowell

Martell
Mendoza
Olen/Wilson
Pearl
Pinckney
Ross
Walters

Tabeni







