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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT
Barbara Beaudry
Rick Gonsalves

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly
Jack Lowell 

Hal Martell
Greg Mendoza

Misha Mladenovic

Randy Olen
Marc Pearl
Carlos Pinckney

Danny Ponce

Max Puyanic

Bill Ross
Carl Walters

Guests:  David Rosemond (Director, Office of NET Administration), Sergio Torres (Homeless Program Administrator), Alyce Robertson (Interim Director, DDA), Eddie Padilla, Bert Gonzalez, Officer Giordano, reporter from Daily Business Review.
President Carl Walters opened the meeting at 5:10 PM. And welcomed new Board member Miroslav “Misha” Mladenovic to the BAA Board of Directors.  
Bill Ross gave a brief Treasurer’s Report and Hal Martell presented the Membership Report.

Mr. Walters introduced David Rosemond, Director, Office of NET Administration.  Mr. Rosemond outlined the purpose of the various NET offices, to be a source of information and the “customer service” arm of the City government.  He said the goal of the NET Offices is to make sure the delivery of services is efficient and effective.  He also said that a main goal of each NET office is to be more proactive in the delivery of services to the neighborhoods.
A brief question and answer period followed Mr. Rosemond’s remarks.

Next an the agenda, President Walters introduced Alyce Robertson, Interim Director of the DDA.   Ms. Robertson indicated that she had met with City Manager Pete Hernandez a couple of weeks ago and told him that the Downtown and Brickell areas have been underserved by the City for quite a while.  She also shared that FDOT has pulled all landscape funding from the Brickell project in fiscal year 09 due to statewide budget cuts.  Resurfacing Brickell and storm drain projects are on FDOT’s calendar for 2010.  In the meantime, DDA has earmarked $1M for the Brickell Streetscape project.  However, Ms. Robertson indicated that she did not think it wise to do the crosswalks prior to the resurfacing, so she would be holding back $300,000 for use at a later date.  That leaves $700,000 for landscaping and other initiatives which can be done right away.

Board members expressed their frustration with the lack of progress on the Brickell Streetscape Project and with the flooding of Brickell Avenue whenever it rains.  Pictures were circulated of the flooding near Brickell and Coral Way earlier in the afternoon (June 17, 2008) before the meeting.  Ms. Robertson met with FDOT regarding the flooding problem and also suggested that the pictures be shared with Gus Pego, the FDOT District Secretary.
There was much discussion among members of the Board about the relationship between the BAA and the DDA, the history of how Brickell became a part of the DDA and whether or not Brickell has received its fair share from the DDA.  Ms. Robertson explained that she had no control over what has happened in the past, but asked the Board to come up with a list of things they would like to see going forward.

To that end,  Bill Ross made a motion, seconded by Carl Walters stating:
Moved that the BAA set up a committee whose purpose will be (1) to study and understand the history of and relationship between the Downtown Development Authority (DDA)  and the Brickell Area Association (BAA) and (2) to develop and prioritize a list of projects and initiatives the BAA would like the DDA to undertake/oversee in the near future for the betterment and beautification of the Brickell area.
All voted in favor of the motion.

The BAA/DDA Study Committee was formed and the following Board members volunteered to serve: Carl Walters, Bill Ross, Max Puyanic, Randy Olen, Rick Gonsalves and Charles Jones. (Subsequently, Willy Gort has asked to be a part of the committee too.)
After a discussion regarding vacancies on the DDA Board of Directors, Mr. Ross made a second motion stating:

Moved that, by the July 2 deadline, the Brickell Area Association provide at least 4 resumes to the DDA for consider when filling the vacancies on their Board of Directors.

The motion was seconded by Rick Gonsalves and all Board members voted in favor of the motion.

Officer Giordano addressed a Channel 7 report about an increase in car break-ins in the Mary Brickell Village area.  He indicated that, although any such incidents are definitely a concern, the number is relatively small compared to other areas of the City.  He also said this is to be expected with the increased night life in the Mary Brickell Village area and indicated that a number of the restaurants had hired their own security people to monitor the premises.  Of more concern, Officer Giordano said that there had been an increase in armed robberies in past months.  The incidents happened on the side streets on South Miami Avenue and happened late at night.  Some arrests were made and for the past month such incidents were down from the month before.
The BAA asked again that there be more police presence in the Brickell and  Mary Brickell Village areas.
Megan Kelly told the Board that, as a part of the transit cuts, the Brickell Shuttle circulator bus has been cut during the middle of the day.  The Board asked that the DDA go to Miami-Dade Transit Authority and advocate for these routes to be restored, delivering the message that the Brickell Shuttle is the connecting link between the Metrorail and the Metromover and is an essential link in the feeder system to both rail and bus routes.
Having no other business, Mr. Walters adjourned the meeting at 7:40 PM
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Konsler

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 23 at  5:00 PM    
Please note that this is a change from the date on the calendar of meetings distributed earlier in the year.
The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the September meeting:
Beaudry

Cable

Gonsalves

Gort

Holly/Pearl
Jacobs

Jones

Kelly
Linares
Lowell

Martell

Mendoza
Mladenovic
Olen
Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross

Walters







