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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, September 23, 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT
Gil Acevedo

Barbara Beaudry

Joy Feisst

Tory Jacobs

Charles Jones

Danet Linares

Hal Martell

Misha Mladenovic

Randy Olen
Max Puyanic

Bill Ross

Charles Tavares

Carl Walters

Guests: Alyce Robertson, Eddie Padilla, Mark Spaniolo, Gus Noguera, Jeffery Bechdel, Claude Delorme,  Juan Martinez, Ramon Casas, Javier Alberto Soto, Gabriela Guimaraes

President Carl Walters called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM and welcomed new Board members Gil Acevedo (Robert Allen Law) and Joy Feisst (International Finance Bank).   Due to the length of the agenda,  President Walters suggested that we dispense with both the Treasurer’s Report and the Membership Report since both were distributed via e-mail to all Board members.  He asked if there were any questions.  Seeing none, he proceeded with the meeting.

Mr. Gus Noguera from the Beethoven Society of Miami-Dade made a brief presentation to the Board asking for their support of the proposal to extend the Beethoven Promenade all the way to the Miami River, thus connecting the River Greenway to the Brickell area.   This proposal will come up for a vote by the City Commissioners in October.  There seemed to be general support for this endeavor, but no formal vote was taken during the meeting.

Mr. Claude Delorme, representing the Miami Marlins, asked the Board for their support of the new stadium project.  He indicated that the Marlins now have in place the basic elements needed to move forward on the project and that they are looking at a ground breaking sometime in 2009 with completion in 2011 or possibly 2012 if things get delayed.  Mr. Delorme outlined the economic and cultural benefits of the project and asked the Board’s support of the project.  Two Board members voiced opposition to the plan and indicated that they did not believe taxpayer monies should be spent to support the profit-making Marlins project.  

In conclusion, President Walters thanked the guests for their presentation and asked them to submit a proposed letter or resolution for Board consideration.

Eddie Padilla from the Downtown NET Office said that code enforcement has received a big push in the area and that many warnings have been issued to property owners about cleaning up their properties.  He also indicated that Commissioner Sarnoff is working very diligently getting the area parking lots up to code.

President Walters opened the discussion regarding the DDA with a statement that the BAA was disappointed that more of our candidates were not selected for the vacant seats on the DDA Board and that the Association felt once again that the Brickell area had not been given their due share.  Alyce Robertson,  DDA Interim Executive Director, responded that there were 26 well-qualified candidates and that the Selection Committee interviewed the candidates, reviewed their resumes and made their selection based on who they thought would serve the people of the area the best.  She also indicated that many of the appointees have Brickell connections, even though they were not the candidates submitted by the BAA and that she felt that Brickell is well represented on the DDA Board.

Ms. Robertson also indicated that she has been in numerous meetings with the County landscape architect who is designing the new landscaping for the Brickell medians and that she will be working closely with him to make sure that the correct species of plants are selected for the area.

Asked whether there is a “use-it-or-lose-it” expiration date on the total $1M set aside for Brickell landscaping and crosswalks, she indicated that there is no expiration date associated with the funds.

Ms. Robertson also indicated that there has been great effort put into cleaning up the Brickell area and that she has met with the Miami River Commission about the Miami Circle and how to make that area more appealing.

Board members again expressed their feeling that the Brickell area does not get its share of attention from the DDA, especially in light of the fact that Brickell taxes provide 54% of the DDA’s funding base.    Board members asked Ms. Robertson to provide a copy of the DDA’s budget showing where monies are spent.  She indicated that currently the DDA’s budget complies with State requirements, but does not contain a break-out of how much is spent in each district.  She said she is working on putting together a proper budget that will contain that information and will provide it to the BAA s soon as it is ready. There was brief discussion that the BAA should investigate whether it would be possible for Brickell to pull out of the DDA and form its own Brickell development authority.

Tory Jacobs and Gloria Konsler reported on their meeting with Bill Thompson (Related Group) about the restoration of Brickell Park.  Lighting and benches will be placed along the bay walk and there will be uplighting for the trees, but no “furniture” is planned for the actual park at this time, although Mr. Thompson said he would be amenable to revisiting the furniture issue at a future date.  Brickell Park should be totally restored (except for the Related sales center trailers) by the end of October.  Bill Ross suggested that the BAA and BHA should write a letter to Bill Thompson asking him for a written document stating that he is willing to re-visit the park landscaping and furniture issue at a later date.  He stated that, without such a written, signed agreement, the developer is likely to just walk away from the park issue and we wouldn’t be able to persuade them to put in furniture and extra lighting if needed.
Charles Tavares addressed the Board about the zoning of  West Brickell in the Miami 21 document.  Zoning similar to the current SD-7 (High Density and Intensity) has been proposed for the North portion of West Brickell, but zoning similar to the current C-1 (Medium Density and Intensity) has been proposed for the central part of West Brickell.  Mr. Tavares presented studies done by respected firms that indicate that this central portion of West Brickell is ideal for high density zoning, not the medium density zoning proposed and that, if the medium density zoning is approved, that area will languish and will not attract world-class businesses to the area.

Mr. Tavares asked the Board for their support for a T6-36-60 zoning for the West Brickell area and indicated that good development in that area will be good for Brickell as a whole.

Tory Jacobs, Brickell Homeowners Association, told the Board that his group continues to have concerns about the fact that Brickell Avenue is both US-1 and a major urban thoroughfare.  This makes it very difficult to get anything done or changed because we have to deal with the Federal Department of Transportation and that is a lengthy process.  
Mr. Jacobs also noted the difficulty of Brickell getting its “fair share” of the City’s resources even though Brickell alone counts for nearly 50% of the City’s tax base.  Three votes are needed to approve projects/expenditures but we have only one representative (Sarnoff) and one vote.  Consequently, it’s difficult to get other commissioners (whose districts may have more needs)  to join in and approve  projects for Brickell 
Having no other business, Mr. Walters adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Konsler

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 21 at  5:00 PM    

The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the September meeting:

Acevedo

Beaudry

Cable
Feisst
Gonsalves

Gort

Jacobs

Jones

Kelly
Linares
Lowell

Martell

Mendoza
Mladenovic
Olen
Pearl

Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross
Tavares
Walters







