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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, October 21, 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT
Joy Feisst

Willy Gort

Tory Jacobs

Danet Linares
Jack Lowell
Hal Martell

Misha Mladenovic

Marc Pearl
Carlos Pinckney
Danny Ponce

Max Puyanic

Bill Ross

Charles Tavares

Guests: Karen Warner (DDA), Commander Whitehead, Officers Giordano, Rodriguez
In Mr. Walter’s absence, Mrs. Konsler called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.  She offered Mr. Walter’s apologies for not being able to attend due to traffic problems on I-95.  
Mrs. Konsler asked if there were any questions on the Treasurer’s Report and the Membership Report which had previously been distributed via e-mail.  Treasurer Ross indicated that our account balances have remained stable and that the $1000 request from the DMP to be discussed later is the first unbudgeted expense of the year.

Commander Whitehead told the Board that the Brickell “beat” officer has been re-assigned to the evening hours (4 PM to 2 AM) because there is more need for police presence in the area in the evenings now than there was previously.  He explained that, with limited resources, it was his duty to deploy manpower to address the most pressing needs.  Because of this, the cell phone the BAA supplied for the beat officer was returned.  The intent of providing the cell phone was so Brickell businesses could get in touch with the beat officer during the business day.  Since that is no longer a possibility, the cell phone is not needed.  Mrs. Konsler told the Board that she has deactivated the phone and expects to be able to get a refund from Metro PCS for the pre-paid amount. 
The Board welcomed Karen Warner from the DDA to the meeting.  Karen briefly recapped the joint meeting with the Brickell Streetscape Committee, the BAA Executive Committee and DDA representatives.  She reiterated the DDA’s desire to work with the BAA in getting the Brickell landscaping and streetscape plans under way.  The DDA would like to go ahead with landscaping plans and have the majority of it completed in Q1 2009.  BAA Members questioned whether it is wise to spend money on landscaping before FDOT does the resurfacing in Q1 2010 and suggested maybe the monies would better be used for lighting, furniture, trash receptacles, etc.  There was some disagreement about whether the $1M set aside for Brickell improvements was just for landscaping and cross walks or whether it could be used for other elements of the Brickell Streetscape Plans.  Another meeting is scheduled for November 5 that will address that question as well as any others that may arise.
Mrs. Konsler asked for a motion to ratify the resolution in support of the Beethoven Society’s initiative asking the City to extend the name of the Beethoven Promenade two blocks North to the Miami River.  Mr. Gort made the motion; seconded by Mr. Ross.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Konsler asked the Board to approve a $1000 expenditure, paid to Downtown Miami Partnership, to help defray the cost of the “Meet Your Neighbor” event to be held at Mary Brickell Village on November 20.  Mr. Jacobs made the motion; seconded by Mr. Lowell.  The motion passed unanimously.
Board member Charles Tavares shared more information about his efforts to get the City to change some of the zoning proposed by Miami 21 in the West Brickell area.  There was much discussion, but the final result was that the Board did not feel they had enough information to take a position at this time and directed that Mrs. Konsler get someone from the City Planning Department to come to our next meeting to explain the reasoning behind the proposed zoning.
Mrs. Konsler presented the membership application from the Downtown Hilton (Omni).  After brief discussion, it was decided to ask Membership Chairman Hal Martell to call a committee together and draft guidelines for “out of district” memberships, to include such things as not being able to serve on the Board of Directors.  Once those guidelines are adopted, Mrs. Konsler said she will contact the Hilton and let them decide if they would like to be an “out of district” member.
The membership application from First Choice Corporate Housing (Pembroke Pines) was deemed within the BAA boundaries because of their ownership of corporate apartments in a number of Brickell condo buildings.  No Board approval is necessary should they decide to join.
Tory Jacobs, BHA President, reported that there was a traffic problem with the recent Breast Cance run held on Brickell Avenue.  He said it held up traffic to/from Brickell Key for 45 minutes and suggested that it would be much more appropriate for these types of events to be re-located to South Miami Avenue where there isn’t as much traffic.  He also announced that the next BHA Board meeting would be held on Wednesday, November 19.  
Having no more business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Pearl and unanimously approved at 6:25 PM

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gloria Konsler

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 18 at  5:00 PM    

The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the September meeting:

Acevedo

Beaudry

Feisst
Gonsalves

Gort

Jacobs

Jones

Kelly
Linares
Lowell

Martell

Mladenovic
Olen
Pearl

Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross
Tavares
Walters







