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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

The Viceroy
Tuesday, April 21, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT
Barbara Beaudry
Judy Cable

Joy Feisst
Charles Jones

Hal Martell

Misha Mladenovic

Randy Olen
Marc Pearl

Max Puyanic

Bill Ross
Charles Tavares

	Guests
	Affiliation

	Eddie Padilla
	NET Office

	Alyce Robertson, Mark Spanioli, Javier Betancourt
	DDA

	Commander Whitehead, Officers Saud, Rodriguez
	City of Miami
Police Department

	Bert Gonzalez
	Commissioner Sarnoff’s Office

	Jose Gonzalez
	City of Miami

	Gus Noguera
	Beethoven Society

	Professor Hector Camps
	Phi Cubed

	John Kulpa
	HNTB Consultants

	Jeff Bechdel
	 The Market Company

	Michael DeCossio
	Miami-Dade Transit


President Olen called the meeting to order at 5:10 PM, welcomed everyone to the new meeting place at The Viceroy Miami.  President Olen introduced Amy Deve, Sales & Marketing Director for The Viceroy who welcomed Board members and guests to The Viceroy, shared a bit of information about the hotel and invited all to try out their new restaurants and other facilities.
Treasurer Bill Ross presented the April financial report and indicated that currently the Association is on firm financial ground.  He did, however, offer concern that dues from some of our trustee level members seems to be slow in coming in and that we should keep a close eye on our financials in light of the current economic situation.

Membership Chair Hal Martell said that we have six new members, including one trustee level membership, since the first of the year and that renewals, although slower than usual, are still coming in regularly.

Commander Whitehead and Officers Saud and Rodriguez, representing the City of Miami Police Department, shared information about a few incidents near the Mary Brickell Village area and gave out their phone numbers so members can contact them when necessary.
Eddie Padilla from the NET office shared information about the upcoming Corporate Run in the area and indicated that everyone should look at the maps that were e-mailed to them regarding street closures during the run.  He also indicated that the DET (Downtown Enhancement Team) folks were working hard in the Brickell area to clean up trash.

Alyce Robertson, executive Director of the DDA, said Alan Ojeda had been pushing for wider sidewalks on South Miami Avenue in the blocks north and south of Mary Brickell Village and that this was “in the works.”  She also said that many of the “neglected corners” were being cleaned up and enhanced and that they were trying to work in the direction of the recommendations in the Glatting-Jackson Streetscape recommendation. 
Jose Gonzalez from the City of Miami, Office of the City Manager, gave a brief overview of the proposed Biscayne/Brickell Trolley route.  He said that they are currently in the “costing out” phase and that Federal stimulus funds would be used to purchase the vehicles and transportation tax funds would be used to pay for maintenance and day-to-day operation.  All members enthusiastically supported this endeavor.  A motion was made by Barbara Beaudry and seconded by Marc Pearl that the BAA officially support the proposed trolley route.  All voted in favor of the motion.  President Olen directed Mrs... Konsler to convey the BAA’s support to the City of Miami

Michael DeCossio from Miami-Dade Transit briefly explained the Adopt-a-Station program and then introduced Hector Camps.  Mr. Camps presented a vision of the use of the Beethoven Promenade from the Brickell Metrorail station to the River, a conceptual idea developed in conjunction with the students at Miami-Dade College, School of Architecture.  Members were invited to an “Open House” on Friday, April 24 (3 to 9 PM) to see the 3-dimensional models.
Mr. DeCossio then introduced Jeff Bechtel from The Market Company.  Mr. Bechtel indicated that they are considering a Farmer’s Market at the Brickell Metrorail station, that his company has had great success with other Farmer’s Markets in locations such as Pine crest, South Miami, etc. and that the Brickell Metrorail seems to be an ideal location.
Mrs. Konsler requested approximately $300 for website design fees so that she will be able to add pictures to the BAA website.  Max Pedantic made the motion to approve the $300; Judy Cable offered the second.  The motion was passed unanimously.

President Olen presented the last, and perhaps most important, item on the agenda, a follow-up of the Brickell Walk-About.  Mrs. Konsler distributed a large chart with all the initiatives that are currently “in the works.”  The idea is to follow-up with appropriate agencies on a regular basis and update the progress on each item.  Alyce Robertson said that Mark Spanioli is the “go to” person for those projects under DDA oversight.  Mark then gave an update on what has been done since the Walk-About and indicated that a number of the items had already been completed and others were “in the works.”
Prior to adjournment, two other issues were mentioned.  First, the Miami Circle.  Members indicated that, whatever the final plans are for the Circle, none of the site should be used for a parking lot, that all the land should be “park” land.

The second item was mention of what a beautiful job Swire properties had done in cleaning up the land parcel they recently purchased between SW and SE 1st Avenues along South Miami Avenue just north of Mary Brickell Village.  President Olen directed Mrs. Konsler to send a letter of appreciation to Swire.
Having no further business, President Olen called for a motion to adjourn at 6:40 PM.
Next Meeting – Tuesday, May 19, 2009
The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the May meeting:

Acevedo

Beaudry
Cable
Feisst
Jacobs

Jones

Linares
Lowell

Martell

Mladenovic
Olen
Pearl

Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross
Tavares






