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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

Courvoisier Centre
Tuesday, January 20, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT
Gil Acevedo
Judy Cable

Wifredo “Willy” Gort
Hal Martell

Randy Olen
Marc Pearl

Carlos Pinckney
Danny Ponce

Max Puyanic

Carl Walters

	Guests
	Affiliation

	Eddie Padilla
	NET Office

	Alyce Robertson, Mark Spanioli, Jay Solowsky
	DDA

	Terry Darling, Wayne Simon
	Carpenters Council

	Kiley LaPointe
	ING Marathon

	Michael DeCossio
	Miami-Dade Transit


President Walters called the meeting to order promptly at 6 PM, welcomed everyone and indicated that some Board members had other meetings to attend so he would be sticking closely to the times indicated on the agenda for each agenda item.
Mr. Martell suggested we dispense with the Executive Items and proceed directly to the other items on the agenda.  

NET liaison Eddie Padilla indicated that there had been a number of thefts in the downtown area of the copper wire from building electrical panels.  He asked that everyone be aware of this and contact either his office or the police immediately if it becomes a problem in the Brickell area.
Jay Solowsky, attorney for the DDA, gave a brief background of the disturbances by the carpenters Council and then introduced My. Terry Darling and Mr. Wayne Simon who outlined for the Board the “Area Standards Campaign” that they have been carrying out in both Downtown and Brickell, the purpose of which is to make sure that workers are given fair wages, benefits, etc.  He indicated that picketing is a last resort effort.
Alyce Robertson from the DDA said that the DDA would be sponsoring another meeting in the near future to facilitate discussion between the various building owners and managers and the carpenters Council.  The date has not yet been determined.

Alyce briefly discussed the landscaping project for Brickell Avenue and indicated that May 1 was the target date for completion of that part of the project that can be done immediately.

Kiley LaPointe educated the Board on the ING Marathon that will be run on January 25.  She distributed information and route maps in order to minimize the inconvenience to Brickell businesses and residents.  According to Ms. LaPointe, in 2008, the economic impact to Miami was $21M in hotel rooms, restaurant meals, etc.  15,000 runners are expected to participate this year.
Michael DeCossio, Chief of Communications, Miami-Dade Transit, told the Board that his office is looking for corporate partnerships to help beautify the Brickell MetroRail Station.  He showed pictures of what was done at the Civic Center station and said that Transit wants to make the same kind of improvements to the Brickell station, making it a more attractive, welcoming area, a sort of mini “Central Park.”  Mr. DeCossio will return at the March Board meeting with more information on what’s already been done and what sort of help he is looking for form the BAA.
As part of the discussion, the topic of reinstating the charge for the MetroMover came up.  Mr. DeCossio said some County Commissioners feel that they would have to go back to the voters to do that, but said a letter indicating support couldn’t hurt.
The Board briefly discussed the vacancy on the DDA Board and indicated to Executive Director Alyce Robertson that it is imperative that the opening be filled by someone with Brickell interests.
Mrs. Konsler called attention to the invitation to the Annual General Membership meeting to be held at Badrutt’s Place on February 24, presented the slate of Officers for 2009-10 for the first reading.  It was noted that the Secretary position is yet unfilled.  Mr. Olen said he has extended an invitation to an individual, but has not had confirmation of acceptance to date.  The change in the By-Laws that creates a new “Non Area Membership” category was also distributed.  Ms. Konsler  also asked whether or not the Board wished to give out annual awards this year or suspend them for one year.  Although no vote was taken, the sentiment was wholly in favor of continuing the awards this year.
Having no further business before them, President Walters called for a motion to adjourn at 6:10 PM .
Next Meeting – Annual General Membership Meeting:
Tuesday, February 24 at  5:30 PM – Badrutt’s Place – 1250 S. Miami Avenue
The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the March meeting:

Acevedo

Beaudry
Cable
Feisst
Gort

Jacobs

Jones

Linares
Lowell

Martell

Mladenovic
Olen
Pearl

Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross
Tavares
Walters






