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777 Brickell Avenue | Suite 808 | Miami,  Florida  33131

phone 305.373.0080 | fax 305.377.1765
MINUTES

Board of Directors Meeting

The Viceroy
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT
Joy Feisst
Rick Gonsalves

Tory Jacobs

Megan Kelly
Hal Martell

Misha Mladenovic

Randy Olen
Marc Pearl

Carlos Pinckney

Max Puyanic

Bill Ross
Carl Walters

	Guests
	Affiliation

	Ariel Saud
	City of Miami Police Department

	Alyce Robertson, Mark Spanioli
	DDA

	Arthur Kulick
	ASI World Financial Group


President Olen called the meeting to order at 5:10 PM, welcomed members and guests and proceeded directly to the Treasurer’s Report.
Treasurer Bill Ross presented the May financial report and indicated that currently the Association is on firm financial ground.  He did, however, offer concern that dues from some of our trustee level members seems to be slow in coming and that we should keep a close eye on our financials in light of the current economic situation.

Mr. Ross also asked the Board if it would be amenable to moving our checking account and savings account from Northern Trust to IFB Bank.  He indicated that it has always been a BAA policy to use the services of BAA members whenever possible.  In light of the fact that Northern Trust has not renewed their membership for the past three or four years, he thought it appropriate to move the funds to IFB Bank, a member company whose representative (Joy Feisst) serves on the Executive Committee.  Mr. Ross made the motion.  It was seconded by Carl Walters and it carried unanimously.
Membership Chair Hal Martell said that memberships and renewals are coming in a little more slowly, but we are still collecting most of our renewal dues and are getting an additional member or two most every month.
Neighborhood Resource Officer Ariel Saud reported that there have been no robberies or violent crimes in the Brickell areas in over 60 days.  There have also been fewer car break-ins and petty thefts.
Alyce Robertson, executive Director of the DDA, requested the BAA’s support for the Brickell-Biscayne Trolley proposal.  She said there is competition for the funds from other areas of the City and our support, including support letters from individuals, is critical.  Mr. Olen directed Mrs. Konsler to distribute via e-mail a template letter for individuals and businesses to personalize and send to Mayor Diaz and Commissioner Sarnoff.
Ms. Robertson indicated that the Bike Miami days have been very successful and that the POW WOW media tour came to Mary Brickell Village and the downtown areas.  She also indicated that the DDA is partnering with other entities such as the Beacon Council to highlight Miami in New York City and internationally (especially Brazil and Canada) in an effort to fill the vacant retail space in the area.
Alyce and Megan Kelly both brought information about the Miami Circle to the Board.  Funding from the City of Miami is being sought in the amount of $50,000 to supplement to funds the State is providing to develop a green space with interpretive signage and a continuation of the River Walk from the Icon property line.  Megan Kelly presented a resolution for the Board’s consideration in support of the City’s $50K funding.  Max Puyanic made a motion to adopt the resolution and send it to the appropriate City officials.  Rick Gonsalves seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Mark Spanioli form the DDA gave some updates on what is happening with the Brickell landscape project and sidewalk and landscape enhancements in the Mary Brickell Village area.
BAA member and Board meeting guest Arthur Kulick made a brief presentation asking that the Board authorize a “green” committee that would look into ways of making Brickell a leading environmentally-friendly hub for Miami and the World.  Bill Ross made the motion to form the Green Initiatives Committee.  Motion was seconded by Marc Pearl and was unanimously carried.  Mr. Kulick was appointed Chairman of the committee and both Mr. Ross and Mr. Pearl said they would like to serve on the committee.  President Olen directed Mrs. Konsler to draft and send an e-mail announcing the formation of the committee in an effort to solicit members.
Board members again addressed some of the issues noted on the “Walk About” Action/Accountability chart, with particular emphasis on the Board’s disappointment with FDOT’s unwillingness to install appropriate light fixtures in the business district.  In conclusion, the Board looked to the DDA to set up a meeting with FDOT to see if they can be persuaded to consider an alternative option that is more in fitting with the modern, Brickell business district buildings.

There was brief discussion of crosswalk materials and colors, landscaping of the drainage lift station and the time coordination between the different agencies.

President Olen welcomed BHA Chairman Tory Jacobs back to the Board table after his recent absence.  Mr. Jacobs gave a brief update on Brickell Park and said Commissioner Sarnoff is working with the City Attorney’s office to see how they can make Related live up to their agreement to provide signage and furniture for the park in light of Related’s current financial problems.

Mrs. Konsler told the Board that the Beethoven Society would be having a 609-609-609 Concert at the First Presbyterian Church of Miami again this year.  (609 Brickell Avenue, June 9 at 6:09 PM) This year’s concert will be a collaboration between the Beethoven Society, the Classical Virtuosi of Miami Music Festival under the direction of Professor Thomas Moore from the New World School of the Arts, the First Presbyterian Church of Miami and the entire Brickell community.  More information will be distributed by e-mail as it becomes available.
Having no further business, President Olen adjourned the meeting at 6:35 PM.
Next Meeting – Tuesday, June 16, 2009
The following Board Members are eligible to vote at the May meeting:

Beaudry
Cable

Cockrum
Feisst

Gonsalves
Jacobs

Jones
Kelly
Lowell

Martell

Mladenovic
Olen
Pearl

Pinckney

Ponce

Puyanic

Ross
Tavares
Walters







